SOUTHERN' SKIES

Newsletter of the Southeastern Planetarium Association




CONTENTS

A Message from Your President
Michael Ryan, Earth-Space Science Center Planetarium. . . od

Slides, The Hidden Resource
Michael Hutton, Planetarium, Brevard Community College. . .3

A Message from Your President-Elect
Duncan Teague, Craigmont Planetarium. . . . . . . . . . . .6

Ethics and the Planetarium Profession
Robert Tate, Harper Planetarium . . . . . . T S R R

A Message from Your Secretary/Treasurer
Richard Joyce, Hampton Schools Planetarium. . . . . . . . .10

The Care and Use of Magnetic Recording
Tape Part II: What Kind of Tape
Should I Buy?
Michael Ryan, Earth-Space Science Center Planetarium. . . .12

Virginia Planetarium Society
Richard Joyce, Hampton Schools Planetarium. . . . . . . . .15

SEPA Membership
MEWRLORERE BRECHE VY L oo B e e d B e v e e s 15

The Gadget Box:
For Weight Watchers: A Digital Scale

Fred Karr, Hummel Planetarium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16
More Freebies

PRVEAREERE BOREDT < & 5 » o o 2.5 % 5 5 ¢ % v o o o o o o i3
Dear Uncle Fuzzy

? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .20
Editor's Comments

Jack K. Fletcher, Hummel Planetarium. . . . . . . . . . . .21
SEPA Constitution and By-LawS. . . . « « « 2 v v o v o o o . .23
Map of Memphis and the Pink Palace Museum Planetarium. . . . .27




.

hérﬁ.

(/r * x * x ° *
out

¥*

. % 7
I .*

P AN
F S |
Soeia

Vol. I, No. 2

May 1981

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

If you are anything like me, you are
probably wondering in amazement how
fast the school year has whizzed by,
how further behind you are with
various and sundry tasks, and how
you have somehow reconciled yourself
to the fact that you will never
‘catch up.' (Or is this just symp-
tomatic of advancing age? Good
gravy, I hope not!)

All of the above has me looking
forward with even greater fervor to
our upcoming June conference. To
paraphrase Jane's conference reflec-
tions: that one glorious time of
year when we can enjoy each other's
company, relate stories of past
accomplishments and/or failures,
stay up to unheard of hours night
after night talking, and return

home looking like death warmed over,
yet somehow refreshed by the whole
experience.

If such is the case, I have some
good news for you (or depending on
your physical stamina--bad news.)
Ray Shubinski informed me a few
weeks back that there is so much
planned for our Memphis meeting that
he wants to start a day earlier than
previously announced. Change your
calendars, gang. SEPA '81 will
begin Tuesday, June 16th instead of

COVER ILLUSTRATION:

IV,
has quite an exciting theater.
SEPA conference this June.

Wednesday the 17th.
received complete information from

You should have

Ray by now.
with him.

If not, get in touch

As much as I would love to excitedly
go on about conference anticipation,
I need to discuss with you some
business which will be presented

With thie issue you see the main star projector in use at
the Pink Palace Musewn Planetarium in Memphis.

The projector is a Viewlex Series

Aes you can see from the cover illustration, it appears that the Pink Palace
You won't want to mise seeing it during the 1981



for your consideration at Memphis.
There are two items relating to
constitutional revision which I
have talked over with the SEPA
Executive Council. I would like to
present these to you now so that
you will have time to reflect on
them before discussion in June.
(You will find a copy of the current
constitution printed in this news-
letter for purposes of comparison.)

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE SEPA
CONSTITUTION

(1) ARTICLE THREE (The Executive
Council of the Association), Sec-
tion 2: President. - Delete the
words "International Society of
Planetarium Educators" and in
their place substitute: "Interna-
tional Planetarium Society."
Likewise delete the term "ISPE"
and substitute instead "IPS."

(2) ARTICLE TWO (Membership and
Dues), Section 3: Dues. - Delete
all existing wording. Substitute
in their place: "Annual dues shall
be an amount determined by a
majority vote of the Membership
at the Annual General Meeting."

The first proposal is merely a
housekeeping item to reflect the
change in the name of the inter-
national organization. The second
alteration, however, requires some
explanation.

If SEPA is to broaden its services
to you (i.e.--an expanded news-
letter; regional survey mailings,
tabulation and publication; con-
ference expenses, etc.) it must be
able to do so and remain solvent
at the same time.

I hate to use the overworked
expression that we have all heard
so frequently of late: 'Inflation
is costing us more.' The truth
of the matter is that postage is

up, printing costs are up, the
upcoming survey will further reduce
our revenue balance. The list
could go on.

ourselves.
have enjoyed
membership

Let us be honest with
In the past decade we
the privilege of SEPA
at a dirt cheap rate.

Neither I nor your Executive
Council wishes to ram a specific
amount of money down your throats.
However, 1 sincerely believe that
you as the main body of this organ-
ization should have the say-so of
what dues should be WITHOUT being
hamstrung by the rigid requirements
of constitution revision process
every time a change is evident.
Think about it.

On to other matters: 1In the last
issue 1 asked you to consider
making nominations of people you
believe to be worthy of a SEPA
recognition certificate based on
past accomplishments. Boy, you
really hopped on this one! NOBODY
WROTE. Please, my friends, I know
we are all terribly busy but please
don't let this opportunity slip
by. Most assuredly there must be
someone, somewhere out in SEPA
land deserving of our attention.

The status of the survey is this:
Bob Hillenbrand has been experi-
encing some difficulties in
communication with some of the
survey committee members. As such,
a complete listing of possible
guestions is yet to be finished.
Hopefully, things can be taken off
of the back burner in short order.

On a personal note, many of you may
recall that last June 1 was excit-
edly talking about the change of
starfield expected here at Howey:
discarding the NOVA plastic sphere
and replacing it with the Spitz

373 star ball. The change took
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